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Clockwise from this picture: surfboards

and vilta at Nihi Sumba; local

S.ALEX CRABCHILEY

schoolchildren; pamelo salad at Nihi;
Claude Graves’ private villa; waterfall
in the south-west; villa at Cap Karoso;

ocal flora; cigarette-smoking islander;
Sumba's south coast
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@ashells; pool at Nihioka; statues along
the road; foliage at Nibi Sumba; ponies on
the beach; shipwreck on Rua beach.
Oppasite: Astika Ovye; swing with a view
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FABRICE AND EVE IVARA

THE PRENCH courey: are behind Cap Karoso, an eco-focused resort and
community which opens later this year,

“In Bahi, we'd heard whispers about this place an hour’s light east,
When we armived we felt hke we'd landed on a different planet, Bali
wats all traffic and kKlaxons, but there wis a total serenity to Sumbi,
where we barely saw another car, It felt like going back in time - to
when travel really felt like travel. There was this emotional connection
that compelled us to do something here — und 4 particular magic at
Karoso, a six-mile beach backed by forest, with nothing around but
tombs and the roofs of traditioni] houses poking through the trees,

‘Immersing ourselves in the Jocal culture was an education, As part

of the process, we had to get the blessing of village elders, which

IMMERSING OURSFIVES IN THE CUITURE
WAS AN EDUCATION. THERE WAS A SENISE
OF BEING ACCEPTED INTO A SPECIAL PLACE

involved a lot of rituals and very sugary coffee, We had two blessing
ceremonics on the land at Karoso, with shamans, dancers and sacn-
fices There were more than 600 people at the second one in 2009, and
| remember watching this Ysomething shaman in a deep trance
and speaking this strange dialect, feeling the tears well up in my eyes
When I read out a short speech I'd learned in the local dialect, there
was a round of applause after every phrase. There was a very emo-
tional sense of being accepted into a special place.

Cap Karaso will be built around sustainability and community,
with guest chefs using local ingredients — a big part of a living com-
munity, We don’t want it to feel like you're cut off from the place, but
immersed in it Sumba 18 not Inctionless bke the Sevchelles or the

Maldives. It's a journey 1o somewhere else entively.” capkaroso.coni
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ASTIKA OYE

BALI-BORN OVE is a former national-level windsurfer and
kitesurfer, who heads up the watensports department at Niki
Sumbu, which was the island’s first luxury resort when it
opened in 2012,

“Lgrew up in Sanur. and | always say that Sumba reminds
me of the Bali | knew when | was at elementary school:
before the traffic and the plastic bottles. My first love was
the sea, having learned spearfishing with my father when 1
was six, to sell our eatch in the local markets When §ongi
nally came to Sumba in 2017, it was the water I fell in love
with fiest: so clear, wath lots of fish and the kind of empty surl
breaks you don’t get in Bali these days

‘1I'd first been invited by the sons of [Nihi Sumba co-
owner] Chris Burch. | just remember sutfing, spearlishing
and kitesurfing all day. Chris ended up inviting me to dinner,

THE SEA IS SO CLEAR, WITH LOTS OF
FISH AND THE KIND OF EMP TY URF
BREAKS YOU DON'T GET IN BAL

where be offered me a job as o waterman at the resort, Nihi
is right in front of Occy’s Left [named after the Australian
surfer Mark Occlulupo). one of the best barrelling left-hand
breaks on the islamd, and [l 1ake guests out on the jet ski so
they don't even need o paddle out. We'll go spearfishing on
beautiful Konda Maloba beach, where we'll shice sashimi
from wahoo or Spanish mackerel, or grill dorado right on
the white sand. We'll kitesurf at Marosi, where the waves
break a long wiy ollshore, Jeaving this beautiful flat water
around a little rocky island, surrounded by nothing but palm
trees and sand. So many locals work at Nihi. and it's a happy
place to be. For me.it's a job, but 've never felt closer 1o my
passions, [s fike I'm o child again, wibicon 1]

THE DETAILS

Most visitors stay in the west of the island, where it's a 90-minute
drive along quiet, dusty roads from little Tambolaka Airport to resorts
such as Nihi Sumba to the south and Cap Karoso to the west. There

are magical beaches around here, from the limestone stacks of
Bwanna in the south-west to the semi-lagoon of Mandorak in the far
west and the Pero estuary, where the fishermen’s wooden outrigger
canoes congregate in limpid waters. At the Weekuri Lagoon near

Mandorak, locals rent rubber rings and float serenely as the Indian

Ocean bursts through blowholes at one end. It's worth exploring
the drier east of the island, too, with its sandal trees and cashew
plantations. Natural highlights on the way include the tiered Lapopu
waterfall, the Waikelo Sawah falls and caves, and the Waimarang
swimming hole, which recalls Mexican cenotes. Traditional kampung
villages are dotted across the island, such as Ratenggaro in the west,
where the thatched houses and megalithic tombs look over a beautiful
estuary of white sand and calm turquoise water.

WHERE TO STAY
Nihi Sumba (nihi.com; doubles from about £1,215) is still the island’s E
most famous stay - 28 thatched villas among the frangipani trees,
with infinity plunge pools and private butlers to organise sunset horse  *
rides on the beach. Also on the south-west coast, Alamayah
(alamavah.com: doubles from about £155) is a surf-facing boutique
hotel with six suites, rooftop yoga and a plant-based restaurant.
Later in the year, Cap Karoso (capkaroso.com: doubles from about
£185) launches with 47 clean-lined bedrooms and 20 villas,
including beachfront homes with lagoon pools. Closer to the airport
and gorgeous Mananga Aba beach in the north, Maringi Sumba
(maringi-sumba.com: doubles from about £105) is the lush bamboo
eco-resort of the Sumba Hospitality Foundation, with newly trained
local staff, nine bedrooms and villas, and excellent Sumbanese food
from the foundation’s permaculture farm.




